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second budget of his administration, a 
strong, forward-looking, and optimistic 
vision of our country’s potential. It is 
a budget calling for greater invest-
ments in the things that make the big-
gest difference in the lives of middle- 
class families and in those working to 
get to the middle class: more support 
for our schools, increased funding for 
childcare and healthcare services, 
strong investments in clean energy and 
climate change mitigation, support for 
our farmers and small businesses, as 
well as relief for our strained supply 
chains. 

The Republican leader asserted yes-
terday that the President’s budget is 
‘‘fundamentally disconnected’’ from 
what America needs right now. This 
begs the question: Just how does the 
Republican leader think the recovery 
of the past 12 months came to pass? 

We have seen the greatest jobs recov-
ery in history, the strongest economic 
surge in 40 years, and a steady return 
to normal after the worst health crisis 
of modern times. Does he think it hap-
pened by magic? Of course not. These 
were the results of the right leadership 
pursuing the right policies at the right 
moment in our country: robust invest-
ments in vaccines, aid for families try-
ing to feed their kids through a crisis, 
help for businesses and local commu-
nities struggling to stay open. 

And as our recovery continues under 
President Biden, Republicans seem to 
think the right answer is to short-
change the American people and cut off 
vital resources that help our country 
grow. 

Republicans can’t stand the thought 
of asking the ultrarich to pay their fair 
share, and as a result, efforts to 
strengthen the middle class, which 
would be paid for by taxes on those at 
the very top, are anathema to them. 
Keeping the wealthy wealthy is more 
important for Republicans than 
strengthening the middle class. 

Republicans, indeed, seem to think it 
is ‘‘fundamentally disconnected’’ to in-
crease investments in things like pub-
lic education, Pell grants, title 1, 
which helps kids most at need. Repub-
licans believe it is somehow wasteful 
or far left to dare help families afford 
childcare and pre-K, which never have 
been pricier than they are today. 

And beholden as they are to cor-
porate polluters, Republicans seem to 
think it is radical for the Federal Gov-
ernment to dedicate resources to a 
clean energy future: more renewables, 
more clean cars right here from Amer-
ica, and a more prosperous planet for 
our kids and our grandkids. 

But, of course, Republicans think it 
is perfectly fine to try and rip away 
healthcare for millions of Americans 
and push trillion-dollar tax cuts that 
overwhelmingly benefit the wealthy, 
but helping the middle class with 
childcare and education and healthcare 
is a bridge too far for our Republican 
friends—sad. 

For all these reasons, the contrast 
between President Biden’s budget and 

the vision we are seeing coming from 
Republicans is stark and glaring. One 
budget, ours, is for the working and 
middle class; the other, the Republican 
budget, is an offering entirely for the 
ultrawealthy. 

NOMINATION OF LISA DENELL COOK 
Mr. President, now on the Cook nom-

ination, today the Senate will continue 
its work of advancing President 
Biden’s well-qualified nominees. Last 
night, I filed cloture on five additional 
nominees, and this morning the Senate 
will vote on a motion to discharge Ms. 
Lisa Cook from the Banking Com-
mittee. As a reminder, a motion to dis-
charge is necessary in this Congress 
whenever a nominee receives a dead-
locked vote in committee, so the steps 
we are taking later today are exceed-
ingly important, but, frankly, it is un-
fortunate that they are necessary at 
all. 

Not very long ago, a nominee of Ms. 
Cook’s qualifications would have sailed 
toward final confirmation with bipar-
tisan support. She serves on the advi-
sory board of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Chicago and is a professor of Eco-
nomics at Michigan State. Coming 
from humble beginnings in rural Geor-
gia, where her family fought back 
against racial segregation, she would 
be the first Black woman ever to sit on 
the Federal Reserve Board of Gov-
ernors. She is truly historic, in addi-
tion to being deeply qualified. 

For as much as Republicans talk 
about inflation, it is bewildering and 
totally discrediting for them to reflex-
ively oppose a qualified nominee like 
Ms. Cook, precisely tasked with help-
ing the Fed hold down costs and main-
tain strong employment. Nevertheless, 
we will move forward with her nomina-
tion today with a motion to discharge. 
The bottom line is this: The Fed is not 
a political institution. Ms. Cook’s posi-
tion is not a political role. And for Re-
publicans to obstruct her nomination 
purely for political purposes is deeply 
troubling and hurts our efforts to lower 
costs for American families. 

AMERICA COMPETES ACT OF 2022 
Mr. President, and now on the com-

petitiveness legislation, last night, 
with a strong bipartisan vote of 68 to 
28, the Senate passed an amended 
version of the House jobs and competi-
tiveness legislation. It was amended 
and passed, to be clear, with the same 
language the Senate approved last 
summer when we approved USICA, the 
U.S. Innovation and Competition Act. 

This bill now heads to the House, and 
I am optimistic that the House will be 
able to act on a motion requesting a 
conference committee very soon. It re-
mains our goal to initiate a conference 
committee by the end of this work pe-
riod. 

Once again, I want to thank all of my 
colleagues for their good-faith work on 
this bill. This is the culmination of 
years of work on both sides of the aisle. 
Senator YOUNG and I began work on 
the Endless Frontier Act in 2019. There 
is more work to be done, but we, never-

theless, took an important step last 
night toward our goal of enacting this 
legislation into law. 

And in doing so, I believe that this 
bill will go down as one of the most im-
portant steps Congress can take toward 
creating more jobs, fixing our supply 
chains, and refueling another genera-
tion of American ingenuity that will 
strengthen our economy for a long, 
long time. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. President, on COVID, I am con-

tinuing to hold negotiations with my 
Republican colleagues on much needed 
COVID public health response funding. 
Even though cases and deaths and hos-
pitalizations are, thankfully, down and 
falling across the board, it is still nec-
essary and a matter of great urgency 
that we replenish funding for more vac-
cines, more therapeutics, more testing, 
and for new vaccines to meet the chal-
lenge of any new variant. The sooner 
we have these in place when, God for-
bid, a new variant hits, the healthier 
we will stay, the more life will stay 
normal. To deny it now, and then 3 
months from now or 6 months from 
now, or whenever, be unprepared and 
let it spread unchecked until the 
COVID variant’s tentacles are too deep 
in our society, makes no sense whatso-
ever. 

But to pass more COVID public 
health response funding, we need bipar-
tisan cooperation. It is a responsibility 
of both Republicans and Democrats to 
make sure we have the tools and re-
sources in place that will keep the 
virus down, keep our schools, keep our 
communities open. 

We are not there yet on reaching an 
agreement, but we are going to keep 
working in good faith to get there. I 
hope we can reach an agreement with 
our Republican colleagues very soon 
because nobody wants to find them-
selves in a situation where cases sud-
denly start rising again, and we aren’t 
ready to respond quickly. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican leader is recognized. 

INFLATION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

Democrats’ massive inflation is an in-
escapable, painful, daily reality for 
working families. These policy failures 
have hammered my home State of Ken-
tucky. Last year, even as many Ken-
tuckians earned raises, prices sky-
rocketed faster. Used car prices shot up 
40 percent in the Commonwealth last 
year. In Louisville, the gas to drive 
those cars costs more than a dollar 
more per gallon today than a year ago. 
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